Newsletter for October 2017
th

Our next meeting is on Thursday 19 October
2017 1:45 pm for a 2:00pm start.

19TH October meeting will be Sheila Willis on “Handbag to
Handcuffs”

Sheila a former Police Office and retired PCSO, Police Community
Support Officer will talk about the Journey of Women Officers in the
British Police Force. This will be an informative and entertaining talk on
this fascinating and remarkable subject. Their story unfolds with
pictures and music which has been carefully researched.

nd

Ambling Group on Thursday November 2 will be around
Shepherd Meadows meeting at Marshall Road car park, and will be led
by Chris departing at 11am prompt.
nd

Walking Group on Thursday November 2 will be confirmed on
the day and will be led by Roy Spencer 01276 423428 meeting as usual
at Frogmore Campus car park departing at 9:15am prompt.
th

Walkers Too Group on Thursday November 9 will be decided on
the day and will be led by Jane and Hazel 01252 511018 meeting as
usual at Frogmore Campus car park departing at 10am prompt
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Book Group

October 26th
“The Gustav Sonata”
by Rose Tremain

Pub Lunches 2nd Wednesday at 12:30
October 11th The Rose and Crown, 108 High
Street, Sandhurst.
”The Speaker for November 16th will be Patrick Read on
Benjamin Jesty, The First Vaccinator
This is a tale of ingenuity and endeavour that began with a chance
encounter. We hear of man's early quest for immunity to infection
against smallpox. Benjamin Jesty, a Dorset farmer was a fascinating
character who brought a new idea to fight against this disease 22 years
before Edward Jenner established the practice of vaccination. This talk
has been recommended by many other U3A groups.

Blackwater Valley U3A

Page 3

A date for your diary Christmas Party 21st December 2017

Grandpa Spells
Through popular demand and such
positive feedback we have re-booked
the same group of musicians who enjoy
playing Traditional Jazz.
Come along and clap your hands and
tap your feet while you enjoy a
Christmas snack meal with your friends
Left Jackie took this Photograph
on the September Amble
Tony used to be a Scout and
goes on the Amble prepared
Right last day of bowling for
this year it has been a very
enjoyable year thanks to Bob for
organizing this for us

Message from Jackie
As many of you are aware I have organised a few events over the last couple of
years, i.e. Dipley Mill, Skittles evening and Windsor Boat Trip amongst others.
From your feedback I know that you have enjoyed them and have asked for more,
such as can we do the Windsor Boat Trip again with the fish and chip supper? The
last two skittles events were organised by members who are not on the Committee
and they proved very successful.
We would love more members to take on the organising of some events or outings
rather than leaving it to the Committee all the time, and maybe you could do it with
a friend rather than by yourself. We would give you all the assistance needed i.e.
payments ‘etc’.
Gill Puxley won the September Draw
Starting in OCTOBER the prize draw will be £35
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Skittles Evening at Frog and Wicket

The Skittles evening organised by Dave Dickinson was fully booked and everyone enjoyed
a fun filled evening full of laughter and friendly banter. Everyone was a winner and helped
to make the evening so successful and David wants to thank everyone for their
contribution to the fun. The first part of the games saw two teams Men v Women which
the men narrowly won by two points. The man with the highest individual score was Ken
Middleton, who was presented with a bottle of wine, congratulations to Ken. On the ladies
side there was a tie for highest score between Val Green and Joyce Kohler and a nail biting
shoot out resulted in Joyce being presented with a bottle of wine, congratulations to
Joyce. The second part of the competition was a Round of Killer where all players start
with three lives, losing a life each time they fail to score. One by one players were
eliminated and the final play off was between Sue Puxley with two lives and John
Barkaway with one life. As the tension mounted Sue lost one life and so they each had
only one life left in the final stage of the game, which Sue won after a very close finish,
congratulations to Sue who was presented with a box of chocolates.

Old male wishing to be anonymous
I think that looking at tennis, to use a hackneyed phrase, is: “Like watching
paint dry!” and was not looking forward to Julia Freeman talking about her
life in that sport.
How wrong could I be, for I found her jolly presentational skills and
encyclopaedic knowledge well worth the numb bum of sitting on our very
hard seats for 40 minutes or so.
I was pleasantly surprised to have found myself enjoying that time spent. Hearing and
watching our members’ response I think that they all enjoyed it as well.
I suppose there’s a lesson there somewhere even if it’s only not to prejudge the
programme and to give everything a chance. Let’s face it, our speaker secretary Jackie
usually comes up with the goods.

